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LONG LIVE
THE MODERN

NEW ZEALAND’S NEW ARCHITECTURE
1904-1984

4 July - 22 November 2009

This exhibition looks at New Zealand’s increasingly valued heritage of modern architecture. Many
people remain unaccustomed to hearing ‘modern’ and ‘heritage’ in the same sentence. Long Live
the Modern uses the word ‘modern’ in a very broad way, pursuing twentieth-century architectural
initiatives concerned with the new — new technologies, new materials, new forms, new building
types, new ways of living — initiatives embedded with the belief that the new would necessarily
change lives in positive ways.

Curated by Julia Gatley and Bill McKay, from the University of Auckland School of Architecture
and Planning, this exhibition focuses on the post-World War Il period which saw enormous
government expenditure on housing, public buildings and infrastructure projects, and a concurrent
wave of private and commercial developments.

The exhibition brings together original drawings and period books, journals and photographs, as
well as new architectural models and recent photographs of eleven key buildings from around
New Zealand. In addition the exhibition features a section focussing on the works of three key
Hawke’s Bay architects — John Scott, Guy Natusch and Len Hoogerbrug.

This exhibition was initiated by the publication of a book by the same title, edited by Julia Gatley,
and published by the Auckland University Press.
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